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WELCOME TO THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR!

Dr. Travis R. Roundcount,
Superintendent of Schools
We would like to welcome
everyone to the 2021-2022 school
year! After a very unusual last year,
I’m writing this in July, with the
expectations of a normal fall. I’ve
provided some dates and times based
on the original calendar. If school
restrictions are required this coming
year, we will notify you. All faculty,
staff, and administrators of the Mt.
Zion School District will start the new
school year with a teacher’s in-service
on August 16th.
Each school
principal
has
scheduled
department/grade level meetings,
building meetings, and other
organizational meetings for the
faculty throughout the day. Students

will return to the classroom on
Tuesday, August 17th, with an early
dismissal for the half day. Regular
bus transportation will be available on
August 17th. Families new to the Mt.
Zion community are encouraged to
visit the school(s) their child(ren) will
be attending. Parents with special
circumstances or questions regarding
any aspect of the educational
programs or activities for the 20212022 school year are encouraged to
contact the building principals or
central office administration.
Return to Learn
Regarding reopening school, the
School Board and Administration
view student and staff safety as a top
priority. We have witnessed the
importance of in-person instruction
and the state of Illinois also promotes
5-days of in-person instruction. If a
medical condition doesn’t allow the
student to return to in-person
instruction, we will have an alternate
educational system ready to support
the student. We plan to have a normal
school year, but any COVID-related

requirements from the state (bussing,
lunch, masks, quarantines, etc.) will
be emailed to parents and placed on
our website as soon as possible after
being issued by the state. We will
continue to keep the lines of
communication open with our
parents, and we encourage you to
reach out to us anytime you have a
question or concern.

School Start Times
Grades 7-12 . . . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
Grades K-6 . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 a.m.
School Dismissal Times
Tuesday, August 17, December
22nd, & on the last day of school
Grades 7-12 . . . . . . . . 11:05 a.m.
Grades K-3 . . . . . . . . . 11:35 a.m.
Grades 4-6 . . . . . . . . . 11:40 a.m.
Wednesday, August 18th & each
regular school day after that
Grades 7-12 . . . . . . . . . 2:30 p.m.
Grades K-3 . . . . . . . . . . 3:00 p.m.
Grades 4-6 . . . . . . . . . . 3:05 p.m.

MISSION STATEMENT
MT. ZION COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT: “A GREAT PLACE TO LEARN”
. . . WORKING WITH FAMILIES TO FULLY DEVELOP EVERY CHILD’S ABILITY
TO BE A LIFE-LONG LEARNER AND CONTRIBUTING MEMBER OF SOCIETY.
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Mt. Zion School District Return to
Learn Plan for the 2021-2022
School Year
1. The School District will return to
pre-COVID school attendance days
and times. The District recommends
but
doesn’t
require
selfscreening/temperature checks before
attending school. School events will
take place as scheduled and as
allowed by state guidelines at the time
of the event.
2. ACADEMICS- All students
should be at school for in-person
instruction
unless
they
are
quarantined or sick.
Additional
support for student’s academic,
social-emotional, and other needs will
be provided through various ways
(examples: after-school tutoring, RtI,
counseling). If a parent feels their
student needs any of these services,
they should contact the building
principal.
3. QUARANTINES- If unvaccinated
and quarantined by the health
department, the District will provide
learning opportunities to the student.
They get an extra day for each day
quarantined to complete and turn in
the assignments missed.
Note:
According to the health department’s
current rules, students who have been
in close contact with an individual
with COVID-19 may avoid being
quarantined if they are vaccinated or
if both students are properly wearing
masks. Contact the Macon County
Health Department for additional
information concerning
testing,
vaccinations, contact tracing, or
quarantine guidelines.
4.
MASKSMask
use
is
recommended for people who are not
fully vaccinated but not required
during school hours.
5. BUSES- Per the CDC, masks are
required on all district-provided
transportation. Masks are available
on all buses for those who need them.
Windows should be down when
possible to allow open airflow.
6. LUNCHES- The District will
return to normal meal options,
locations, and times. Students will be
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socially distanced as much as the
cafeteria allows.
7. WATER BOTTLES/FOUNTAINSWater fountains will be used, but
water bottles may also be allowed as
the building administration sees fit.
8. LOCKERS- The District will
return to locker use in grades 2-12.
9. HAND SANITIZER/WASHINGGeneral good hygiene will continue to
be promoted.
10. CLEANING- Our custodians
provide appropriate daily cleaning to
provide a clean and safe environment.
The District has EPA-approved air
filters and cleaning solutions.
11.
SOCIAL
DISTANCINGStudents and staff may be subject to
physical distancing based on the
IDPH guidance.
Many of the mitigation measures
previously put into effect have been
eased or removed. The administration
may add or modify mitigation
measures to classrooms, school
buildings, or the entire district as
needed during the school year to
prevent closures. These additional
mitigations may include enhanced
cleaning, required masks, modified
schedules, etc. The district will
review the plan at least every six
months. The District considers public
input that can be emailed to the
superintendent or presented at school
board meetings.

Zion Schools.
In 2021 the
Foundation will again extend its
support by allowing teachers to
submit mini-grants for various items
they want for their students. These
items would be valued at or under
$200, and the Foundation covers the
cost. To donate, please follow this
link. If you would like to provide the
Foundation, an extra hand please
email mzfqe@mtzschools.org.
We will have excitement this year
as a result of the Foundation’s
contribution towards the cost of
purchasing various items in all grade
levels, including Interactive and noninteractive flat-panel TVs, Ipads,
science
materials,
classroom
projectors, books, flexible seating,
document cameras, as well as
materials needed to support the
freshman
orientation,
special
education, drama, and robotics
programs. ADM has also graciously
provided additional funds to purchase
STEM programming materials and
fund classroom field trips. During
the past 28 years, the Mt. Zion
Foundation for Quality Education has
provided over 1.8 million dollars for
projects, including the purchase of
items such as:
We will have excitement this year
as a result of the Foundation’s
contribution towards the cost of
purchasing various items in all grade
levels including: Interactive flat panel
TVs, Ipads, Digital streaming
equipment, google expedition kits,
Mt. Zion Foundation for Quality classroom speakers, science materials,
books, as well as materials needed to
Education
support the freshman orientation,
We are fortunate to have the Mt.
drama and robotics programs. ADM
Zion Foundation assists our schools
has also graciously provided additional
with items that fall outside of the
funds to purchase STEM programming
school budget. The Mt. Zion
materials and fund classroom field
Foundation for Quality Education is a
trips.
non-profit, tax-exempt organization
During the past 26 years, the Mt.
governed by a Board of Trustees
Zion Foundation for Quality
whose
members
are
parent
Education has provided over 1.6
volunteers, business leaders, and
million dollars for projects including
professionals from the community
the purchase of items such as:
with a commitment to education. The
● Chromebooks
Foundation
operates
as
an
● Classroom audio/visual
independent entity, established to
equipment
enrich programs throughout the Mt.
● Live streaming equipment

2021-2022
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

3D-Printers
Video equipment
Kindles and E-books
Reading software and books
Document cameras
Band Instruments
IPADs
Science equipment
Program support

Mt. Zion is fortunate to have the
following individuals as Foundation
for Quality Education Trustees for
the 2021-2022 school year: Kelli
McInerney-Chairman,
Michelle
Shumaker-Vice Chairman, Steve
Grohne-Treasurer, Katy DoolinSecretary, Jessica Allen, Lisa Flora,
Jamie Foster, Kevin Fritzsche,
Heather Mason, Billy Rockey, Betsy
Tanner, Kristen Thompson.
To continue our success, our
schools are staffed with dedicated
men and women who are committed
to providing our children with an
excellent education in a safe and
secure environment.
Parental
involvement
also
contributes
immeasurably to the success of our
schools. We encourage our parents
to join us and be involved in the
many active parent organizations in
the District. This combined effort
makes Mt. Zion Schools “a great
place to learn.”
Residency Requirements
Per the Illinois School Code,
permanent records must indicate
that the parent/legal guardian
resides within the boundaries of this
school district. Families who are
new to the District or families
enrolling new students in the
District must observe the residency
requirements found here.
The
residency documents must be
provided to school personnel in the
building in which the student will
attend classes.
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ways to improve all of our schools.
I look forward to working with all of
you and together we all can make
Mt. Zion schools continue to be a
“great place to learn”.
E-Funds and Electronic Payments
Mr. Brian Rhoades,
Associate Superintendent
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school
year! For those of you that are new
to the district, welcome to Mt. Zion.
We look forward to meeting you and
helping your child be successful in
our schools. For those that are
returning, we are glad to have you
back. Together, let’s make 20212022 the best school year yet.
This past school year was
definitely a challenge for all of us.
The pandemic sent shockwaves
through the state and local budget.
Since the state is one of our primary
sources of income to the district, we
keep a close eye on what happens in
Springfield. Thankfully, the state
has continued to fund the new
Evidence Based Funding model and
the federal government has covered
the costs to the district associated
with the pandemic to date. While
maintaining fiscal responsibility in
these economic times, our goal is to
continue to provide an exceptional
learning experience for your child
and continue to offer many
opportunities for them to be
successful while being fiscally
responsible with your tax dollars.
You can be sure that our decisions
are based on providing what is best
and necessary for our students to
become productive and successful
citizens.
I want to let you know that I am
always open to suggestions,
questions, or comments about our
school, and my office and phone are
always available to anyone. We will
look to build on all of the successes
of the past and continue to look for

E-funds will once again be
available for parents to make many
school payments.
This system
makes payments for school
expenses in real time. You must
create an account with e-funds using
the link provided in the family
access food service page or the link
on the school web page. Once you
create an account with e-funds, you
can select your child’s name and
make the appropriate payment by
checking account transfer or credit
card. This payment will go directly
into the proper account.
A
convenience fee of $1.25 per
transaction for checking or $2.85
per $100 transaction for credit card
will be charged by e-funds.
The District will also accept
electronic payments for student
food service accounts, registration
fees, and other payments made to
the school district. This system
usually takes up to a week to process
so it is not intended for lunch
balances below $10.00 or other
payments that need to be made
immediately. Credit will not be
applied to your child’s account until
the District has actually received the
check from the bank. To utilize this
free electronic payment system:
1. Go to your local bank’s on-line
bill pay system. Enter a school
building’s name and address from
the list below, as the company you
wish to pay.
For children in
different buildings, please make
separate entries and the bank will
send separate checks. If you are
making a payment for Registration
and Food Service to the same
building we would again ask that
you make separate entries and the
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bank will send separate checks.
This will allow the District to better
track the payments being made by
the bank on your behalf.
2. On your bank’s on-line bill pay
system, enter the amount of the
payment you wish to make.
3. On your bank’s on-line bill pay
system, enter in the memo
line/description line the reason for
the payment. Please be specific and
provide as much information as

possible (student’s name, student’s
ID#, reason for payment-food
service, registration fee, etc.).
Student Accident Insurance
All students enrolled at Mt.
Zion CUSD #3 are covered under
the District’s Supplemental Student
Accident Insurance. The Student
Accident Policy provides coverage
for eligible medical expenses as a
result of an accident while attending
school or participating in school

sponsored co-curricular activities.
This policy is secondary coverage
and will pay a portion of eligible
expenses when no other health
insurance is available and/or fill
gaps in current health insurance
coverage. If the student and/or
parents have any questions
regarding this insurance coverage,
hey may contact the Central Office
at 864-2366.

Required Addresses for the Electronic Payment Process
MTZ HS- Food Service
305 S. Henderson St
Mt. Zion, IL 62549-1323

MTZ High School Office
305 S. Henderson St.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549-1323

MTZ JH-Food Service
315 S. Henderson St.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549-1323

MTZ JH- School Office
315 S. Henderson St.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549-1323

MTZ INT- Food Service
310 S. Henderson St.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549-1384

MTZ INT- School Office
310 S. Henderson St.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549-1384

MZG- Food Service
725 W. Main St.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549-1335

MZG- School Office
725 W. Main St.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549-1335

McG.- Food Service
1320 W. Main St.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549-1348

McG- School Office
1320 W. Main St.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549-1348

MTZ- Central Office
1595 W Main Street
Mt. Zion, IL 62549-1314

Sample Notes And/Or Memo To Include On The Check
Please post to Acct. # 123456- John Smith
Registration Fee for John Smith
Pay Rider Fee for John Smith

Lunch Acct. for John Smith
Athletic Fee for John Smith
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MT. ZION GRADE SCHOOL
TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE DOMINO EFFECT

Gary Gruen, Mt. Zion Grade
School Principal
JUST DOING WHAT
MAKES US HAPPY
I would like to start this article by
thanking
everyone
for
their
helpfulness, cooperation, and patience
shown throughout the pandemic last
school year. With all the changes in
policy handed down to schools
throughout last year, I am thankful that
things went so well at Mt. Zion Grade
School. One thing that the students’
absence during remote learning
reinforced with me is just how much
school is not school without them in the
building. Having students present
where you can interact with them
without a digital image between you is
what makes school a happy place.
Spontaneous laughter heard down the
halls was distinctly higher when the
kids were here in-person than when
they were all home on remote. And, I
am referring to the laughter emanating
from the adults. Just as every other
adult relishes a work environment
where their occupational passion can
thrive, educators relish interacting with
and instructing your child in person.
Kids make us happy. Kids make us
laugh. And, all of us at Mt. Zion Grade
School consider it a privilege to laugh
and learn with your child.
This year we have some changes in
staff. As I write this, Mrs. Devon

Logue has moved to
pursue her dream of
teaching in Florida
where the Salt Life
is so much easier to
pursue. Her new
school
will
be
rewarded with a
dedicated
and
skilled teacher who
is all in with what Florida offers. We
are pleased to announce that Mrs.
Angie Causey has decided to dedicate
her skilled instruction and talents to
Third Grade in Mrs. Logue’s place. As
we move to a lower student population
and a reduction to seven Second Grade
classrooms this year, we will not have
any other moves out of Second Grade.
However, we are now looking towards
an additional Third Grade classroom.
We have already received applications
from many strong candidates who wish
to join Mt. Zion Grade’s instructional
community as the eighth third grade
teacher, and we should have that
absence filled without undue efforts.
We also say good bye to Nurse Pam
Hilligoss who has retired from her
position after many years of dedicated
caring and professional watch over the
health and wellbeing of our students
and staff. We are pleased to announce
that Alexandria Smith will be taking
her place. Nurse Alex is a parent within
our district, and she has served as a
very welcome substitute for Nurse Pam
when needed.
Mt. Zion Grade School is looking
forward to a happy and rewarding
educational environment as we embark
on the 2021-2022 school year. Our
families will find that we have a staff
dedicated to the education and positive
growth of students’ minds, bodies, and
spirits. Our families have made choices

that place their child within Mt. Zion
School District, and we recognize that
some sacrifice was made to have your
child at Mt. Zion Grade School. We are
here to honor that sacrifice and to
support your desire to raise a wellrounded adult. On behalf of the staff
and faculty of Mt. Zion Grade School,
welcome to the 2021-2022 school
year!

REGISTRATION
Registration for all current
students will be online. Online
registration will open July 23. Those
who may have difficulty registering
online may come to the school to
register on computer stations available
on the onsite registration day.
Assistance will be provided by office
staff as needed. The onsite registration
date is Wednesday, August 4, from
Noon until 6:00 PM. Registration fees
will be $85.00 per student. This fee and
most others may be paid on-line using
e-Funds or by paying in person with
cash or check in our office. Please
make checks payable to “Mt. Zion
School District”.
Anyone enrolling a child new to
the Mt. Zion School District is
encouraged to do so as early as
possible. New student registration can
occur during office hours on any day
prior
to
on-site
registration.
Parent/guardians must bring their
child's certified birth certificate and the
parent/guardian's driver's license or
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State of Illinois ID. Complete proof of
residency for new enrollments must
also be provided within 30 school days
of the child's enrollment date. For more
information on meeting the residency
requirements of the District, see the
additional section on Residency
Requirements located elsewhere in this
publication.
FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL
Students will begin their new school
year with a half-day on Tuesday, August
17, from 8:30-11:35 AM. Lunch will not
be served on this day. We will begin our
regular schedule of student attendance,
from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM, on
Wednesday, August 18.
STUDENT/PARENT
ORIENTATION NIGHT:
GRADES 2 & 3
Mt. Zion Grade School will hold two
separate Open House Orientation Nights
for each grade level. Second Grade
Orientation will be held Tuesday, August
17, from 5:30-6:15 PM. Third Grade
Orientation will be held on Wednesday,
August 18, from 5:30-6:15 PM. On both
nights, each homeroom teacher will
briefly discuss academic and behavioral
expectations for the year, daily schedules
and procedures, and some of the annual
activities that the children can expect
throughout the year. Further information
about both orientation nights will be emailed with registration information.
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STAFF

Second Grade –Mrs. Denise
Hatayama, Mrs. Michelle
Koslofski, Mrs. Allison Perry,
Mrs. Jessica Peters, Mrs. Sadie
Stambaugh,
Mrs.
Nicole
Tapscott, Mrs. Kelly Wilson

COMMUNITY CLUB

The Community Club provides
our students and staff with those
"extras"
that
we
find
so
indispensable. It also provides a great
way for parents to become involved
in the school community. The staff
Third Grade – Mrs. Angie Causey, and I look forward to working with
Mr. Michael DeMeio, Mrs. Elizabeth them, and we appreciate their hard
Kyburz, Mrs. Melissa Larrison, Mrs. work and dedication to the cause!
Mrs. Sheri Schorfheide, Mrs. Mary YOU'RE ALWAYS WELCOME
Swartz, Mrs. Renee Wendell
Mt. Zion Grade School continues
the
tradition
of high quality education
Art – Heather Guasco
in a safe and nurturing environment.
Library – Mrs. Amy Grove
We appreciate your entrusting us
Music – Mrs. Jamie Sill
with your child's education, and we
Physical Education – Mr. Greg
certainly encourage the participation
Blakey, Ms. Jenny Moore
of parents and guardians in their
Special Education – Mrs. Nicole
child's education at both home and
Paulson
school.
Open
and
honest
Special Education Aid – Mrs.
communication serves each child
Colleen Schere, Mrs. Denise
best. Therefore, we will contact you
Toothman,
if any concerns arise. Likewise, we
Special Reading – Mrs. Julie
ask that you feel free to contact us at
Courson
864-3631. We also enjoy visitors. We
are scheduling all of our traditional
Speech – Mrs. Morgan Holst
family events, so please plan on
Student Assistance Counselor –
attending as many events as possible,
Mrs. Marie Baker
and please remember to sign in at the
Custodial Staff–Ms. Diana
office as required. The staff of Mt.
Wickline, Mr. Russ Howe
Zion Grade School looks forward to
Cafeteria Staff– Mrs. Cindy
you and your child joining us. By
Howerton, Mrs. Shari May, Mrs.
working together, we can help ensure
Monica Stuart, Mrs. Vickie Wehr
a productive and rewarding learning
Playground Supervisors – Mrs.
experience for all of the children at
Danielle Fair, Mrs. Lavonne
Mt. Zion Grade School!
Marshall, Mrs. Danette Robinson,
Ms. Karen Tharp,

FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM
Hot or cold lunches will be available
daily except on early dismissal days;
milk and juice will be available for
purchase during lunch. The Food Service
article, found in this publication,
provides more detail about the lunch and Office Secretary - Mrs. Sheila
Drum, Mrs. Amber Shobe
breakfast program.
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SCHOOL HEALTH NEWS

Jeanne Luckenbill, Nurse
Welcome back to the new school
year! We hope that your summer was a
healthy one! The following information
is designed to assist students and
parents regarding health and medication
needs during the coming school year.
Physical
Examination
requirements are due on or before the
first day of the school year, but no later
than October 15th, 2021, for all students
entering the following grades for the
first time:
• Pre-Kindergarten
• Kindergarten
• 6th grade
• 9th grade
Any student who is entering an
Illinois school for the first time,
regardless of grade level, within 6
weeks of enrollment
The school physical must be
documented on the Department of
Human Services Certificate of Child
Health Examination. This required
form has been revised and is available
at the schools and for download from
the District website.
Parents must
complete and sign the health history
portion of the physical (top half).
Without this information, the physical
cannot be accepted.
Sports physicals are required
yearly. A school physical as required
by grade level (K, 6th and 9th) cannot
be accepted if completed on a “sports
exam” form. However, the required
grade level physical, completed on the
appropriate Certificate of Child Health
form, will be accepted as a sports
physical, eliminating the need for the
completion of two physicals.
IMMUNIZATIONS/VACCINES
Pre-K, Kindergarten and all
students new to the District must
present proof of all required vaccines.
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•

All students entering 6th - 11th
grade are required to show proof of
having received one dose of the
Meningococcal vaccine.
All
students entering grade 12 must
show proof of two doses of the
Meningococcal vaccine with one
dose given on or after the 16th
birthday. If the first dose was
received on or after the 16th
birthday, only one dose of the
vaccine is required.
• Proof of one dose of Tdap is
required for students entering
grades 6-12.
• All students entering grade K- 12th
grade, must show proof of two
doses of the Varicella vaccine, or
proof of immunity.
• All students grade K – 12th must
show proof of two doses of MMR.
• All Pre-K students must show proof
of the Invasive Pneumococcal
Disease vaccine.
• Any student entering an Illinois
school for the first time, regardless
of grade level, must submit proof of
immunization and physical exam
within 6 weeks of enrollment
• The approved medical or religious
exemption may be submitted in
lieu of immunizations and must be
on file with your child’s school.
Religions Exempt Form
Dental Examinations or Waiver are
required by May 15th 2022 for all
students entering
• Kindergarten
• 2nd grade
• 6th grade
• 9th grade
Any student new to the District or
entering an Illinois school for the first
time regardless of grade level, within 6
weeks of enrollment
Dental exams must be completed
on the appropriate State of Illinois form,
available at the schools or on the
District website.
Eye/Vision
Examinations
or
Waiver are required by October 15th,
2021 for students entering
• Kindergarten
• Any student entering an Illinois
school for the first time, within six
weeks of enrollment.

Eye exams must be completed by
an Optometrist or Ophthalmologist on
the appropriate State of Illinois Eye
Exam form, available at the school or
the District website.
If your student needs to take
prescription
or
over-the-counter
medication during the school year, a
medication authorization form must be
on file with the school nurse. A
medication authorization is only valid
for one school year, thus new
medication authorizations must be
completed each year and for each
medication to be taken at school. This
form, available at the school and on the
District website, must be completed by
the health care provider and must be
signed by the parent. Parents must
furnish the medication at the time the
medication form is submitted. All
prescription medication must be in the
pharmacy labeled container. All overthe-counter medication must be in the
original container. All medication, with
the possible exception of inhalers, will
be kept in the school nurse's office.
Parents of students with Diabetes
are required to submit the Diabetic
Medical Management Plan. Parents of
students with Asthma, Severe Food
Allergy, Seizure Disorders, or other
serious medical conditions are asked to
submit an Emergency Action Plan to
the school. This Emergency Action
Plan should be coordinated and signed
by your primary health care provider
and the parent/guardian. Copies of
various Emergency Action Plans are
now available on the District website.
When registering your student for
school, it is important that you complete
the online Health History questionnaire.
The school nurse reviews this
information so that the best possible
care can be provided for your student
while at school. If you wish to discuss
any health issue regarding your child,
please do not hesitate to contact your
school nurse.
We welcome the opportunity to
assist parents and students during the
upcoming school year and look forward
to seeing all of you soon! We welcome
the opportunity to assist parents and
students during the upcoming school
year and look forward to seeing all of
you soon!
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MT. ZION SCHOOL DISTRICT TECHNOLOGY
in utilizing technology to develop the
young minds of our students.

Billy Rockey
Director of Curriculum
and Technology
Hello, my name is Billy Rockey, and
I am entering my eighth year in this
position. I have been with Mount Zion
Schools for the last fifteen years as a
teacher and more recently as the Director
of Curriculum and Technology. I am
excited to continue serving the teachers,
staff, and students of Mount Zion
Schools. As the parent of three Mount
Zion students, working with our teachers
and staff on increasing student
achievement through more effective use
of educational technology and curricular
best practices is my number one priority.
Mount Zion Schools continues to
focus on helping our students be 21st
century learners. Last year was the 5th
year of our 7-12th grade 1:1 initiative
where all students are assigned their own
Chromebook to take to classes and work
with at home. The last five years have
certainly been growing years for our
students and staff, and we look forward to
utilizing this technology to enhance the
learning both in the classroom and at
home. This year, all students in 7th and
8th grade will have brand new
Chromebooks entering the school year.
Students in grades 2-6 will also utilize
brand new Chromebooks in their
classrooms as they are currently 1 to 1
with Chromebook carts, 1st grade is also
1 to 1, utilizing iPads to enhance their
curriculum. While the last year was
certainly full of opportunities, we are
proud of the efforts our teachers have
made to develop their own proficiencies

We
continue
to
increase
opportunities for our students at all grade
levels with S.T.E.M. initiatives funded by
A.D.M. We look forward to continuing
our Lego/Robotics program in all
buildings this year. In addition, funds
from A.D.M. and The Mount Zion
Foundation for Quality Education
supported the launch of Braves TV, the
student run live streaming station. Braves
TV was instrumental this past year in
providing live streaming for concerts,
assemblies, and sporting events to the
public during and after capacity limits so
families from all over the globe could
enjoy these events. Most recently, the
Foundation has provided funds for
classroom
technology
upgrades,
specifically BenQ Interactive Flat Panels
to replace our aging fleet of Smart Boards.
In addition, The Foundation put forth
funds to support upgrading many, many
classrooms across the district with new
projectors, document cameras, and large
screen televisions to enhance the
classroom experiences of our students.
The Foundation has also provided science
laboratory equipment, and a variety of
other educational supports that enrich the
education of Mt. Zion students.
Internet safety is a major concern for
our district. We are proud of the
safeguards we have put in place to allow
us to track student activity and filter the
content as dictated by Children's Internet
Protection Act. Google Chromebooks
used at school and home are filtered using
both the built-in Google content filter, as
well as an additional layer of filtering and
reporting software called GoGuardian.
Teachers at school also utilize a program
called Hapara, which allows them to see a
student’s Chromebook screen while they
are at school, in addition to other features
used within the educational setting.
We are proud of our achievements in
improving our network infrastructure

over the last several years. We have wifi
in every classroom and continue to
expand access in high traffic areas. This
additional connectivity will allow us to
meet the increasing demand of our
district’s expanding technological needs.
We have also expanded our district
Internet bandwidth to 1,000 mbps to
support the continued growth of online
educational learning across the district.
Mt. Zion Schools continues to look
for ways to improve communication with
parents. All parents have access to
Skyward Family Access. Logging into
this program will show you a wealth of
information including student grades,
food service information, discipline,
report cards, and more. If you do not
currently have this access, you can fill out
the Family Access Request Form found
under the links section of the district web
page. We utilize the Skylert broadcasting
system to keep parents informed of
emergencies and general information. Our
website can be found by going to
http://www.mtzschools.org. All teachers
have email and their addresses can be
found on the district web page. We’d also
like to encourage parents to follow our
district Facebook and Twitter pages on
social media.
Julie
McNamara,
Technology
Specialist, continues to play a vital role in
keeping our growing resources working
efficiently. The assistance she provides to
our staff, along with the behind-thescenes infrastructure maintenance she
performs enables our teachers to provide
a
high
quality,
technology-rich
environment for students.
I am happy to discuss the district’s
curriculum and technology matters with
parents and community members. I can be
reached at 217-864-2369 or by email at
mailto:rockeyw@mtzschools.org.
Visit your child’s school and see how
technology is being used to enhance your
child’s education!!
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MT. ZION SCHOOLS AND STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
drivers, and especially the sub drivers.
One pick-up and one drop-off address
please. If you have changes, please
contact the transportation office at 217864-5233.

Mr. Mark Hogan,
Transportation Director
Theresa Lane – Operations Manager
Greetings from your transportation
office. With the start of a new school
year, we would like all parents to know
that your children are in good hands
each time they ride the bus. The safety
of the children we transport is at the
forefront of all we do. Our buses are
packed with state-of-the-art safety
features to protect our riders. Each bus
has a Child Check-Mate System, an
electronic reminder system that reminds
drivers to check for sleeping children
before leaving the bus. Each bus is also
fitted with a digital camera. The
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration reports that riding a bus
is the safest way for children to get to
and from school. Our drivers must meet
extensive
safety
and
training
requirements and we are fortunate
enough to have some of the best drivers
in the business.
As we gear up for a new year, there
are always some changes that take place
on each route. Some routes may be
changed this school year as we continue
to balance the routes and save on fuel
consumption. We will continue using a
software program for the purpose of
routing. This will afford us some
efficiencies and there is a possibility
that pick up points could be
consolidated. This system also aids us
in being aware of the number of
students on each bus as well as the
travel time each student will have on the
bus.
Please call in, for any route
changes your student may have, ten
days prior to the start of school. This
includes a different pick-up or drop-off
address for babysitters. The best way to
assure a safe and consistent ride home
is to have one pick-up address and one
drop-off address. Multiple addresses
confuses the students, the staff, the

Parents, please call in before
placing your student on a different bus.
We will have several full buses. Parents
must also contact the bus garage and
send a note before their child is allowed
to ride a different bus.
Remember to be out at the pick-up
point at least five minutes prior to pickup time; please do not wait inside your
home as the driver cannot see you.
Times will vary at the beginning of the
school year due to last minute changes
that occur.
Remember that every
minute we wait on your child, another
child’s stop will be late. Traffic, trains,
and weather may also cause buses to run
late.one drop-off address.

reflectors or Day-Glo strips for your
child’s backpack.

2.

Stand Back | Students should stand
at least 10 feet away from the street
and wait until the bus comes to a
complete stop before proceeding to
the bus.

3.

Walk | Don’t run to the bus.
Accidents are more likely to
happen if your child is running,
particularly on uneven pavement.

4.

Leave It | Don’t bend down to pick
up something in the road. Drivers
are much more likely to not see
you if you are bent over.

5.

Tour of Duty | Take turns with a
spouse or neighbor supervising the
pick-up and drop-off of children at
the bus stop.

6.

Know the Rules | Be sure to go
over the rules of the bus with your
child. Most rules are in place for
the safety and security of your
child.

7.

Reporting | Parents should never
confront a bus driver or student
directly. Please report any
concerns to the transportation
office.

8.

Go Against Traffic | Your child
should always use the sidewalk. If
you can’t walk on a sidewalk, use
the shoulder or the grass and walk
against the traffic.

9.

Drivers Beware | Motorists
approaching a school bus from
either direction are required to stop
at least 10 feet back from buses
displaying red flashing lights and
an extended stop arm.

Kindergarten Students
Kindergarten students will be given
name tags that should be worn daily to
help the teachers, principals, and the
drivers
assure
their
efficient
transportation. All-day Kindergarten
students will ride the regular bus route
schedule. Also, all Kindergarten
students must sit in the front seats of the
bus. A guardian must be present to
receive a Kindergarten student from the
bus. If no one is present to receive the
student, the student will be taken back
to school.

All Students
Parents, we need your help to reenforce the District’s bus rules. The
most important rule, for their safety, is
that students need to stay seated and
forward in their assigned seat. The bus
is an extension of the classroom and
those rules apply to the bus. Please go
over the following rules with your
students prior to school starting.
1.

Lighten Up | Dressing your child in
light-colored clothing will help
drivers see your child on dark
mornings. Consider purchasing

10. Be on Time / Have students at the
bus stop 5-10 minutes before their
pick-up time. A student running
for the bus creates an opportunity
for bad things to happen.
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NUTRITION STANDARDS IN NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH

Mrs. Darcie Hayes,
Food Service Director

in the 2021-22 school year. Parents
are encouraged to look at their
student’s food service information on
Family Access.
Any school organization that requires
the kitchen in any of the schools for
the 2021-22 should contact Darcie
Hayes four weeks prior to the event at
217- 864-2114. This allows for plenty
of preparation in order to make the
fund-raising event successful.
FOOD SERVICE PROGRAMDISTRICT #3 OVERVIEW

The 2021-22 school year
continues following the National
School Lunch Program requirements
for hot lunch. Our school nutrition
services will be participating in the
DOD program this 2021-22 school
year. The USDA annually allocates
money for Illinois to spend with the
Department of Defense Fresh Fruit
and Vegetable program. Mt. Zion
Food & Nutrition Services will be
maintaining a healthy balanced
nutritious quality meal. The USDA
will provide a free hot lunch for all
students for the 2021-22 school
year. Students may also purchase
ala carte items.
The focus continues on offering
healthier options for students in the
Mt. Zion Community Unit School
District #3. The District monitors the
Local Wellness Policy and makes
appropriate changes to improve
nutrition and health education in the
classroom, PE classes, and class
parties. We encourage healthy
choices in the breakfast and lunch
program in the District. The Wellness
committee includes administrators,
teachers, PE staff, school nurse, food
service, parents and students. Mt.
Zion School District will continue to
monitor the policy’s implementation

The food service program for
grades K-12 offers a daily meal
consisting of a meat/meat alternative,
vegetable, fruit, bread, and milk. A
breakfast meal is offered to students
in grades K-12 each day before
school. A Grab N Go lunch that
consists of Nutritious items that are
approved for the Child and Nutrition
Program.
DEBIT ACCOUNT OVERVIEW
Nutrition and Technology team-up in
the Mt. Zion School District with an
automated meal purchasing system.
This program provides a positive
identification process used to access a
student debit account and record
purchases of food service items. A debit
account will be established for each
user and sharing of accounts will not be
allowed. Students, parents, and staff
may deposit advance sums of money to
cover food service purchases. Advance
deposits allow the user to draw from an
individual debit account rather than
having to handle cash during the lunch
serving time. Payments and purchases
are recorded daily. Parents will receive
an email when the student’s account
reaches $10.00. This is a reminder that
will be delivered via email until a
deposit is made into the student’s
account. If the student has a negative

balance, an automatic call, email, and
texted message through School
Messenger will be made to the parents
as a reminder. Payments may be made
using e-funds through Family Access.
Once online payments are made the
money is automatically credited to the
student account. Online payments can
be made anytime. Parents may also
call the Food Service Office at 217864-2114, by 10:00 a.m. and request a
student transfer from one sibling to
another.
GRADES K-6

Payments will be accepted each
morning school is in session.
Payments should be sent in an
envelope with the student's name,
student’s ID number, and teacher’s
name. Payments should include
break-milk money for students in
Kindergarten only. Payments will be
posted to the student’s debit account
on the same day if received before
10:00 a.m. The food service office
maintains a record of student
payments. Payments may also be
made using e-funds through Family
Access. Once online payments are
made, the money automatically is
credited to the student account.
Online payments can be made
anytime.
GRADES 7-12

Payments will be accepted before
10:00 a.m. each morning that school
is in session. Locked drop boxes are
available in five locations in the Jr. &
Sr. High School buildings. This
method of payment collection will
ensure posting of deposits and that
funds will be available in the student’s
debit account before lunch serving
time (10:10 a.m.). Payments made
after 10:00 a.m. will be posted the
following school day. Students will
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not be allowed to purchase a la
carte items when we return to
Phase 5 until payments are posted.
Payments by check, money order,
cash and online e-fund payments are
accepted and must contain student
name and ID number to ensure proper
posting. Payments of cash will be
accepted in a sealed envelope,
available at drop box locations. The
envelope must be labeled with student
name, ID number, and amount of cash
deposit. No change will be given to
students. The school Food Service
Administrative
Assistant
will
maintain records of all cash deposits
and parents can view these deposits in
Family Access.
FREE / REDUCED
APPLICATIONS

MEAL

Free and reduced lunch and
breakfast applications, along with
letters containing guidelines, are

available online throughout the school
year and in each school’s office. A
parent/guardian wishing to apply
must complete and return the
application to their student’s school
office. Verification of income, and a
letter of approval or denial will be sent
by mail to the parent/guardian.
Students with Free/Reduced
Status may only purchase A la
Carte items if his/her debit account
has funds available to cover such
items. Kindergarten students with
free/reduced status wishing to
purchase milk for break time
should make payment to cover such
($.45 per carton) on a weekly or
monthly basis. Students with
free/reduced status may only
receive one (1) free/reduced lunch
and one (1) free/reduced breakfast
per day.

MEAL PRICING
Breakfast – K-12
Full - $1.95
Reduced - $.30
Adult - $2.25
Lunch – K-3
Full - $2.65
Reduced - $0.40
Adult - $3.35
Lunch – 4 -12
Full - $2.85
Reduced - $0.40
Adult - $3.35

Second meal - $3.35 Second
meals are charged at full price; there
is no federal support for second
meals.
Menu items may be
purchased A la Carte only in
addition to a paid lunch.

K-3 one week of lunch = $13.25
K-3 one week of breakfast = $9.75
4-12 one week of lunch = $14.25
4-12 one week of breakfast = $9.75

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES PROGRAM (BASAP)

The Before and After School Activities Program for the 2021-2022 school year will
officially begin on August 17, 2021, the first day of school for students. All children
registered in the program should bring a sack lunch on this day since this is an early
dismissal day.
Prior to this date, the BASAP staff will be hosting an orientation on Thursday, August
12, 2021 at McGaughey Elementary School from 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. (if such
gatherings are allowed.) A complete overview of the program will be discussed at this
meeting.
We look forward to another exciting school year. If you have any questions regarding BASAP, contact Lori
Rutherford, BASAP Director, at 217-864-2814.

